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locally by men of influence m the village. Our system has undoubtedly tended to deprive public opinion of a great deal of its authority, and has piactically set aside entnely the authority of the elders of the village The result is that disputes arise which would formerly have been impossible inasmuch as public opinion would have condemned the raising of such disputes , and at the same time the settlement of such disputes as arise is carried of necessity to the courts.
The wrong-doer does not now go to the elders of the village to press his claim. he is not compelled, and he does not choose to do so, for he knows that they would be able to take a just view of the case, and that he would in all probability fail to secure his claim, and, at the same time, damage his reputation and influence among his own people Or, if the wrong-doer is the man who is resisting a just claim, he declines to submit the case to the judgment of public opinion or to the elders of the village, and compels the claimant to go to court I think it is largely on this account that the courts have so many cases brought befoie them which, under the oidmary circumstances of Indian life, would ceitamly have been settled locally and privately, and which it is most undesirable to have contested before the courts of law.
There is nothing more lamentable perhaps in the administration of India than the fact that the officers who preside in the law courts are animated for the most part by a desire to do right, and believe themselves to form the great refuge of the people against injustice, while at the same time the work they do is regarded by simple people in the interior as very much a matter either of chance, or of the success of somewhat questionable methods. It is a great help to those appointed to administer justice, to conduct investigations into questions of fact, as far as possible, on the spot, or to take advantage of local inquiries conducted by competent and responsible persons
This is exemplified in one of the most important branches of the administration, namely, in the Settlement inquiry as to the rights of the different sections of the agricultural community.